
The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA.,  

to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

     Our five-week sermon series, “Called,” focuses on the life of the prophet Elijah, who lived and 

served in the Northern Kingdom of Israel during the reign of King Ahab and invites us to 

consider the many ways that God calls us to live and serve as followers of Jesus. Today’s sermon, 

Giving Up, is the third in the series. You will find an order of service on Page 4 and sermon notes 

on Page 5. 

      Series Spiritual Practice: Because the sermon series, “Called,” centers on the prophet of Elijah 

as a model for Christian living, we are invited to spend the five weeks of the series reading 

through Chapters 17-19 of 1 Kings in the Old Testament. As we read the incredible stories of 

Elijah’s life, the depth of his faith will challenge and encourage us in our own faith. 
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             Our Mission:  To raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus 

 Our Local Mission Field:  Aldersgate Academy, Bowie Elementary School, 

McMurry University, Our Neighborhoods/Community Garden 

Regularly Scheduled Services  

and Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

All are welcome!  

Please contact the Church Office at 672-7893 

 if you’d like to know more about becoming involved. 

Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Gary Boles (806)-584-1222 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Connections/Communication:  

     Lisa Alexander 

Artistic Design: Teysha Vinson 

Children: Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults: 

      Tim Palmer (July 3) 

Finance: Randy Johnson 

Reception: Hope Rouse 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services: Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 
Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. Closed 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 
 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

THIS WEEK 

 

Sunday, July 23: 

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:05 a.m.         Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  

12:30 p.m. Vacation Bible School Work Day 

  Youth depart for Camp Eagle 

 

Monday, July 24:                     

 7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

 

Thursday, July 27: 

12:00 p.m. Seniors Lunch & Game Day 
 

Friday, July 28: 
  Youth return from Camp Eagle 

 

 

COMING UP 

 
Sunday, July 30: Vacation Bible School Work Day 

Sunday, July 30: Youth to Adventure Cove 

Saturday, August 4: Kids to Burger Lake 

Monday, August 7-9: Vacation Bible School 

Saturday, August 13: Growth Group Event Festival Gardens 

August 18 & 19: Art Show Install 

Sunday, August 20: Growth Group Sign ups begin  

Sunday, August 20-25: Back to School 

 



Neighborhood: Pavilion Party 

       Friends from Aldersgate UMC and our neighborhood came 

together on Sunday, July 16, to bless our the new Villers Pavilion 

(thank you, Carlton, for your tireless work in overseeing the 

production of this inviting space!) and to celebrate God’s faithful work 

in and through the Open Door Community Garden on South 19th 

and Amarillo streets. More than 200 people enjoyed tasty food from 

local food trucks, live music from AUMC’s excellent worship band 

and old-fashioned relay games in the beautiful garden. Thank you to 

all who have been working for the past five years to make the garden 

beautiful and to create an inviting space where we can spend time  

getting to know our neighbors. It was a joy to be together in our 

community in this way. Thanks, too, to the Growth Group members 

who put together the fans containing information about our Growth 

Group ministry, which will start up again this fall, and, of course, to 

our band members, who put on a great show in the sweltering heat. Events like these don’t happen 

without all of you who work behind the scenes and all of you who attend and participate. So, thank 

you, and thanks be to God!  
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Budget for 2017 =     $  776,100.00 

Received Last Week =   $      8,696.00 

Received This Month-to-Date =  $    36,276.00 

Received Year-to-Date =   $  407,104.00 

Ahead/(Behind) Budget =   $  (25,721.00) 

2017 Faith Promise Pledges = $    37,362.00 

2017 Faith Promise Contributions  $    14,975.00 

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and 
witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to 

In Depth 

Clay Meadows 

Doris Ogden 

Rosalee Schmidt 

Alice Shaw 

Alice Alcala 

Carolyn Strain 

Military and Families 

Millie Speed 

Sarah Doucette 

Delmon Wilson 

Billie Langston 

Judy English 

Charles Myrick 

Clinton Gayle 

Addison English 

Lora Langford 

Bob Kuykendall 

Kay Burkhart 

Billy & Jennifer Butler 

Tara Goodloe 

June Gill 

Jazmine Lara, Academy student  

Daisy Walsh 

Tyler Hammons 

Prayers:  

 

Presence and Gifts: 7.16.2017 

To learn more about ways to give: visit our website 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or contact Randy Johnson via 

email at randy@aldersgateabilene.org. 

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 197  

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 152 

Sunday School = 176 

 

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn more 

about Adult Sunday School classes, 

contact Amy Wilson Feltz at  

672-7893 or via e-mail at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 

      Hope Rouse has served as Aldersgate receptionist this summer. When she returns to her studies at 

McMurry in the fall, she will begin her term as the McMurry Student Body President and will  

therefore be resigning her position as receptionist. If you feel called to serve as the receptionist, please 

submit a cover letter and resume to Brad Hicks, SPRC chairperson, at hicksb1215@hotmail.com and 

Amy Wilson Feltz, associate pastor,  at amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. You may access the 

complete job description at aldersgateabilene.org/im-new/job-opening.  

Service:  



Senior Adult: Lunch + Game Day 

Art Gallery: Deep & Wide 

      Once again, I’d like to boast about how great it is to be a senior adult. As the comedian Tom 

Wilson says in a song, “I’m over 40, and I don’t care.” Then he goes on to sing about wearing dark 

socks and shorts and embarrassing our kids. It’s the good life. 

      Let’s celebrate the good life during our next monthly game day on Thursday, July 27 at noon in 

the Patio Room. Come and enjoy some fellowship and good food provided by . . . all of us. This 

potluck meal is always delicious, so bring your favorite 

dish to share. First time attendees are welcome to come 

and enjoy the meal without worrying about contributing 

anything but company and conversation. Dianne Martin 

will offer a devotional, and Linda Aten may be ready 

with a new get-to-know-you game. Who knows, I may 

even have a new thing to share.  

      All adults over 55, please do plan on coming and 

joining in the fun on Thursday at noon! 

— Reed Justus 

      Having a gallery space inside a church is no small thing. For 

artists, it validates their calling and makes them feel welcomed and 

empowered. (I myself can vouch for this). For the congregation, it 

offers a space for the people of the church to identify their calling 

as culture-makers. Pastor and scholar Robert Covolo says that the 

visual arts provide “a way for the people of God to understand and 

acknowledge, along with the Psalmist, that God is at work not 

only through verbal proclamation, but in and through a visual 

register as well.”  

      The next show in the Aldersgate gallery, “Deep & Wide,” 

will debut on Sunday, August 20, celebrating the work of 

God in our local mission field and abroad. Our main hallway 

will be lined with photos from mission trips, the Academy, 

McMurry University the Open Door Community Garden, 

and Bowie Elementary. It surely will be powerful to see all 

the diverse areas into which our church pours love and grace 

on display all in one place. I am putting together a crew to 

take down the current show and install the new show (and 

future shows). Please see the insert for ways you can join our 



      We are three weeks into our sermon series, Called, which is 

inspired by the stories of the prophet Elijah. The prophets 

understood the tension that existed between Israel’s religion 

and the religious practices of neighboring peoples. That’s why 

they consistently reminded the people to remember their 

heritage.  

      The people were called, by God, to live in certain ways. 

And the prophets were called to remind them of this truth. The 

Hebrew word for prophet, nabi, is used more 300 times in the 

Old Testament.  It simply means one who is called.  The 

prophets would receive their instructions from God through dreams or visions and 

would give warnings to those who were in need of hearing them.  

Elijah, for example, spoke to Ahab, the king, and confronted him because the 

prophet had a sense of being called by God to proclaim God’s words. Those words 

typically had to do with worship and injustice. 

Any time the people of Israel worshiped other Gods or did not worship God fully, 

they were abandoning their calling to be the “light of the nations,” showing total 

obedience to God. 

Any time the people of Israel put their own needs before the needs of others, they 

were abandoning their calling to be blessed to be a blessing. 

Our mission here at Aldersgate is to raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus. 

Author Richard Wilke says, “Disciples recognize and listen to prophetic voices 

raised about community, nation, and world and at times become the prophetic voice.”  

One of the ways we at Aldersgate seek to become the prophetic voice is by the way 

we love the people in our local mission field (Bowie Elementary, McMurry University, 

Aldersgate Academy and our Neighborhood). 

In our interactions with and care of the people in our mission field, we worship 

God with our lives and we seek to live with our eyes open to the injustices of the 

world. 

Our Pavilion Party that took place on Sunday, July 16, is one example. It was very 

well attended, and I believe that God is doing a great work as we are forming 

relationships with our neighbors.  A big thank you to all who helped. What a way to 

live in to our calling. 

I look forward to the many ways we will continue to worship God and work 

toward justice at Aldersgate, in Abilene and around the world.  

It is a joy to share this calling with you. 



Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

 


